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Directors,

I want to take a moment and let you know how much your participation in the 34th Annual Paragould-McDonald’s Marching Invitational is appreciated!  Without awesome directors, like you, who are dedicated to marching excellence, there would be no reason to continue this long, storied event.  The Paragould-McDonald’s has always been an Arkansas & a Mid-South tradition, where groups have used “band friendly” judge’s comments to make improvements in their competition season.  Our boosters pride themselves on being super friendly! We hope after visiting our competition this year, you will agree!  This year’s event will feature over 2,500 + students, directors, & staff from Arkansas, Tennessee, & Mississippi coming together for a day of competition.  We expect another 3,500 spectators to attend, for a total of well over 6,000!  With so many contests to choose from, we thank you for choosing and supporting us!
Please find attached to this email/packet:

*Performance Schedule


*Paragould High School Map 

*Program – (coming soon)
*Contest Spreadsheet - Pay before you play!  As well as update your info!! (coming soon)
*ViaMedia Information for DVD's
Solo Names – Please send me names of soloist & songs they play in.  Only names submitted will be considered for soloists award.  These are located on the spreadsheet!  Just respond to the email with names – I’ll update the spreadsheet.  I need these by Monday, October 3rd.


General - Admission is $10 for everyone.  Programs will be available for only $1 at the gate.  Passes will be provided for registered directors, staff members, registered chaperones, and bus drivers in your welcome packet upon arrival.  Concessions will be provided throughout the day.  Meal and snack items will be available.  PLEASE encourage your students and parents to visit our concession stand - this is a fundraiser :).  Due to insurance and safety reasons, we ask that no grills be used on our campus.


Restrooms & Changing Area – BACK AGAIN - there will be separate restrooms closer to buses & the opening of a changing area.  Both will be located in the Sr. High gym, located just west of the main parking lot.  ALL STUDENTS are asked & encouraged to use the restrooms in the gym to help keep stadium restrooms non-congested.  Students will not be allowed to change or dress in the stadium restrooms.  The gym will have areas set-up for your convenience!  Quicker & less congested!  We are also adding another area for restrooms & changing inside our main high school entrance!  

Parking - SAME AS LAST YEAR!!!  We are planning on blocking off even more parking for buses, equipment trucks, etc. this year.  Have your bus driver pull into the entrance beside the tennis courts.  We will have a welcome table set-up to direct your group on where to park.  ONLY buses & equipment trucks/vehicles will be allowed into this area.  All other vehicles will be directed to park in other parking lots.  I would encourage you to encourage your folks to show up early, as there is not a lot of additional parking on campus.  Additional parking will be located in the field right by the stadium.  Please refer to the map.  Parents need to turn onto Medical Drive (north side of the campus) & follow the signs (red line pathway).  Otherwise, over-flow parking for parents/supporters will be across the street by Sears & behind the high school by The Furniture Store.  ALL spectator parking will be free!
Arrival – What time are you arriving?  Please respond & let me know.  Upon arrival at Paragould High School, you will be greeted by your assigned guide.  They will give you a packet with your bus driver and chaperone tickets, director/staff passes, complimentary program, and any updated information for the day.  NEW THIS YEAR: Wrist Bands will be in your packet for YOU to hand out to your students.  There are enough for your students & runners.  We ask that you try to have your students sit in the visitor bleachers to save as much room as possible for parents, especially Class AAA, AAAA, & AAAAA bands.    


Field Entry and Exit- SAME AS LAST YEAR!!!  All frontline equipment, props, band, etc. will enter on the north side (same as before) by the fieldhouse.  However, new gates have been installed on the west side of the stadium, so all equipment & band will move that way to exit!  To ease congestion, props/frontline/pit equipment will wait beside the fieldhouse (area in between the fieldhouse & field) before entering.  Please inform your students/parents to line up as close to the Fieldhouse as possible.  The band students (not with frontline equipment) will walk around the backside of the Fieldhouse and line up.  Time will begin as soon as anyone from your band enters the stadium onto the track.  There will be plenty of guides to help coordinate you & your folks, so there is no confusion.

Packets - Results packets will be made available on the track immediately following the Awards Ceremony.  Packets will contain FLASH DRIVES (bring your laptops!), comment sheets, dvd’s, and detailed composite score sheets & awards sheets.  

DVD's - Please print some of the flyers to hand out to your students.  Tim & Jan Cunningham (retired Arkansas Band Directors) have bought the business & do a GREAT job with the HIGH QUALITY recordings they offer at events all around our state, as well as around the nation.  Support former band directors by promoting these DVD's.  ***PLEASE DO NOT MAKE COPIES OF YOUR COMPLIMENTARY DVD!***

Awards Ceremony- ALL FIELD COMMANDERS ONLY need to gather on the track as soon as the Paragould Band performs.  Please tell field commanders we will line them up in order of performance to aide in the awards process.

Weather – Right now the forecast is High of 79 & Low of 51.   I need everyone’s updated cell phone # so that I can contact you directly if we have any delays or adjustments.  Please send to me.  

Directors Hospitality -  Please come to the tent!  It will be located by the field exit gate.  Every registered director (not staff) will receive a Pork Steak Dinner with all the sides you can eat!  This is a highlight & hit each year!  There will be plenty to eat!
2016 ADJUDICATION PANEL

· Music Judge- Joel Denton, Director of Bands @ Ooltewah High School, Ooltewah, TN
· Music Judge- Steve Warner, Retired Director of Bands @ Jonesboro High School, Jonesboro, AR
· Music Effect Judge- David Aydelott, Director of Bands @ Franklin High School, Franklin, TN
· Visual Effect Judge- Drew Solomonson, Designer & Phantom Regiment Drum Corps, Atlanta, GA
· Visual Judge- Wes Pendergrass, Visual Designer & Adjudicator, Bentonville, AR
· Percussion- Michael Holland, Assistant Band Director @ Franklin High School, Franklin, TN
· Colorguard- Michael Horvath, Colorguard Director @ Franklin High School, Franklin, TN
· Drum Majors- Timothy Hendrix, Associate Director of Bands @ Bentonville High School, Bentonville, AR
Judging Score Format:
	· Music Performance (20% each judge) 
	40% 

	· Overall Effect (15% each judge) 
	30% 

	· Visual Performance 
	20% 

	· Percussion 
	5% 

	· Colorguard 
	5%


The competition is run on a caption-judged format.  There are two (2) Music performance judges, two (2) Effect judges (Visual & Music), one (1) Visual performance judge, one (1) Drum Major judge, one (1) Color guard judge, and one (1) Percussion judge.  Each judge, with the exception of the Drum Major judge, will be responsible for a portion of the band's total score.
Ratings: 


I (Superior)                    75.0 - 100.0
II (Excellent)                  55.0 - 74.9
III (Average)                   40.0 - 54.9
IV (Below Avg.)              0.0 - 39.9
CLASS AWARDS
1st, 2nd, 3rd Place Bands 
1st & 2nd Place Color Guard 
1st & 2nd Place Percussion 
1st & 2nd Place Drum Major 
Outstanding Soloist Award 

DIVISION AWARDS 
Top 3 Music Scores (each division: Red & Blue) 
Top 3 Visual Scores (each division: Red & Blue) 
Top 3 General Effect Scores (each division: Red  Blue) 
Overall Division Winner (Red & Blue) 
OVERALL AWARDS
Band Superior & Excellent Ratings, & Participation 
Superior Rated Color Guard, Percussion, and Drum Major 
***Top 10 Overall Bands*** 
"Delta Cup" Overall Grand Champion 
Please check your portion of the MASTER SPREADSHEET (coming soon) to see if any changes need to be made.  Also, please send me any soloist name, instrument, & song title if you wish for them to be considered for the outstanding soloist award in each class.  Please call should you have any questions!
Kind Regards,

Richie Williams 

Paragould PRIDE Band Director






