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Saturday September 24th, 2011
5th Annual “Stallion Battalion” Marching Band Invitational
Dear Directors,

I would like to invite your band to participate in what is becoming one of the premier contests for “smaller” bands in NE Oklahoma.  For the past 4 years the “Stallion Battalion” Invitational has helped many bands prepare for both OSSAA and OBA contests.  This contest is one of the earliest of the season which gives bands a goal for completing all or most of their shows.  It also allows us as band directors more time to “clean” and “fix” as well as implement any suggestions the judges give us.    

Here are the basics:

When:  Saturday September 24th, Oologah High School

Format:  Prelims / Finals – Top 12 score overall making finals
Classes:  2A – 4A (new OSSAA classes)

Judging:  Music, Marching, GE, Guard, Percussion  -- A total of 5 judges!!!
Awards:   Prelims -- 1st, 2nd, 3rd place trophies per class as well as caption awards

    Finals – large placement trophy for each finalist

Deadline:  September 9th, with payment before September 24th
Cost:  $125
***NEW and IMPROVED for the 5th Anniversary of the contest***

This year we have turf!!!  I’m very excited about our newly renovated stadium and brand new turf.  This is a great chance for your band to march on a turf field before OSSAA or OBA.  
I’ve already secured 5 great judges and I’ve attached a bio sheet to tell you a little about them.  
Better bus parking, and three better warm-up areas!  

I know you have several options for contests and I hope you consider bringing your band to the “Stallion Battalion” Marching Invitational.  I feel confident that if you talk to past year’s attendees, you will find that it is a well run and beneficial contest for you and your kids.  
For more information, please call Jon Matthews at: 918-443-6218 or email at 

jon.matthews@oologah.k12.ok.us   I will also post the information and entry forms online at www.stallionbattalion.edublogs.org  just click on the contest link.

Thank You,

Jon Matthews

Director of Bands

Oologah-Talala Public Schools

Judge Bios:
Blair Martin (judging GE and Music): Mr. Martin has taught music at academic institutions in

Indiana, Tennessee, Illinois, Michigan, and Kansas. While in Michigan he was also the director

of the Zeeland Community Band and the founder of the Hopeful Brass Quintet. His most recent

post was Director of Bands and Music Education Lecturer at Sterling College in Kansas where

he was also the faculty advisor for the college chapter of KMEA. Blair is currently Principle

Tuba for the Hutchinson Symphony, he directs the Hutchinson Community Band, and he plays

trombone in the Wichita Jazz Ensemble. Blair is an active member of the Music Educators

National Conference, is a speaker at music education conferences as well as churches, he

adjudicates music contests, and he is a published researcher. In addition to music he and his

wife, Mary, also own and operate a web-based drama ministry IHG Productions. Blair earned

his Bachelor of Science in Music Education from Southwest Missouri State University and his

Master of Music Education from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.

Steve Bell (judging Percussion): Mr. Bell is the owner of Bell Tone Music™, an online company that provides music arranging and drill designs as well as clinicians and judges for nationally competitive high school marching programs throughout the United States. Many of the ensembles he has worked with have attained competitive success through the Tournament of Bands, the Percussive Arts Society International Convention, Bands of America, and the Texas University Interscholastic League.  Steve is the Executive Director of the future Momentum Drum & Bugle Corps being developed in Columbia, Missouri.  Once formed Momentum plans on competing in Drum Corps International.  His other DCI experience includes being a former marching member with The Cavaliers and a former staff member with the Phantom Regiment.  Steve’s current professional associations include being a member of the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP), the Percussive Arts Society (PAS), the Vic Firth's Educational Team, and the Texas Music Educators Association.  Steve holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of North Texas where he was a Music Scholarship recipient and studied Composition under the guidance of Dr. Martin Mailman as well as Dr. Joseph Klein.

Landon Callahan (judging GE prelims and Marching finals): Mr. Callahan is currently an Assistant Band Director in the East Newton School District near Granby, Missouri and he is a member of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia.  He is also an active marching band judge as well as occasionally appearing as a music clinician throughout the region including the Zumwalt Brass and Percussion Festival in St. Lois, Missouri.  Landon has written marching drill for various programs including an award winning show for a group involved in MCCGA.  Landon's DCI experience was attained as a Marching Member with the Madison Scouts Drum & Bugle Corps performing on trumpet and most recently he was on the Visual and Marching Staff Instructional Team with The Colts Drum & Bugle Corps.  Landon is an Advisor to the future Momentum Drum & Bugle Corps based in Columbia, Missouri and he received his Bachelor Degree in Music Education from Missouri State University.

Phil Payne (Judging Music and Marching):  Assistant Professor at Kansas State University
Jackie Krasuski (judging Color Guard): Ms. Krasuski is the Director and Creator of the Spintronix Color Guard Program.  Established in 2008, this program has grown significantly each year and it now attracts participants from multiple States.  Not only does Jackie hold this camp, she also travels around the nation as a requested clinician. Moreover, she is active in the marching arts activity as a whole which includes helping behind the scenes as an Event Worker with Bands of America and Winter Guard International. Her DCI experience began as a marching member with the Memphis Sound and culminated as a member of the World Class Blue Stars Drum & Bugle Corps.  She has also performed with Zero Gravity Winter Guard, where she was Captain, as well as the University of Missouri Color Guard.  Jackie holds a Master of Arts degree in Education from the University of Phoenix and teaches in and around the Mountain View area of Missouri.
